BIOGRAPHY

BORN IN DETROIT, MI IN THE LATE 1960's TO AN AMERICAN MOTHER AND CANADIAN FATHER,
THIBODEAU GREW UP IN CANADA AND THE USA, LISTENING TO HIS FATHER'S JAZZ RECORD COLLECTION.
HE STUDIED MUSIC THEORY IN COLLEGE AND PRIVATELY, WHILE PLAYING PROFESSIONALLY FROM A
YOUNG AGE. THIBODEAU HAS SHARED THE STAGE WITH AND/OR RECORDED WITH MUSIC LEGENDS
INCLUDING. ALBERTA ADAMS, MARCUS BELGRAVE, GEORGE BENSON, ODESSA HARRIS,
MUDPUPPY, ALBERT COLLINS, BuUDDY GuUY, JUNIOR WELLS, COLIN LINDEN, JOHNNY '"YARD
DOG" JONES, JOHNNIE BASSETT, JOE WEAVER, KENNY MARTIN, STANLEY MITCHELL, KAREN
LAWRENCE, CESAR PENA, FRANCESCO MORA, ROBERT PENN, WILD CHILD BUTLER, AND MORE.
MARK’S INFLUENCES INCLUDE: GENE HARRIS, OSCAR PETERSON, MCCOY TYNER, HORACE SILVER,
AND BILL EVANS.

REVIEW BY KARI SCHOFIELD - NIGHTLIFE MAGAZINE

WAITING FOR J.J IS AN EXCELLENT, COLLECTIVE REPRESENT-ATION OF THIBODEAU’'S DIVERSE
WRITING STYLES AND PLAYING CAPABILITIES. “l THINK MY TENDENCY TO CHANGE STYLES IN MID
STREAM OR TO WRITE A SONG THAT DRAWS FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT STYLES OF JAZZ COMES
NATURALLY FROM THE VARIED OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPERIENCES I'VE BEEN AFFORDED”, THIBODEAU
SAYS WHILE REFLECTING ABOUT HIS RARE STATUS AS A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND
CANADA. “GROWING UP IN WINDSOR AND DETROIT IS A GREAT MUSICAL EXPERIENCE — DETROIT
HAS ITS OWN SOUND, YOU KNOW, IT'S NOT NEW YORK AND IT’S NOT WEST COAST.” FROM THE
BLUESY NUMBERS “UPHILL” AND “SOUTHBOUND AND BLUE”, TO THE MORE STRAIGHT AHEAD
“D’LEMMA”, ONE WILL START TO GET A FEEL FOR THE MULTIPLICITY OF COMPOSITION ON THIS
RECORDING. THIBODEAU EVEN SHOWS US HIS OWN TAKE ON RHYTHM CHANGES WITH THE ENER-
GETIC “SLOW DOWN LEO”. NOT ONLY IS HE FOND OF PLAYING DIFFERENT STYLES, BUT ALSO DIF-
FERENT INSTRUMENTS — THIBODEAU MOVES SEAMLESSLY FROM TRADITIONAL PIANO TRIO TO
ORGAN, DRUMS, GUITAR TRIO. AS FOR THE REST OF THE MUSICIANS IN THE LINEUP, BARRON HAS
AN AWESOME SOUND AND FEEL ON THE BASS THAT PERFECTLY COMPLIMENT THE TUNES. VALDEZ
IS AN EXCITING DRUMMER AND WORLD RENOWNED PERRY HUGHES IS PERFECT ON GUITAR WITH HIS
UNMATCHED SOUND AND TECHNIQUE. “I FEEL VERY FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE TO HEAR MY TUNES
PLAYED BY THESE MUSICIANS — | WOULDN’'T WANT TO HAVE ANYONE ON BASS MORE THAN JOHN.”,
THIBODEAU SAYS. | HOPE EVERYONE ENJOYS THIS RECORDING AS MUCH AS | DO — THERE ISN'T A
TUNE ON IT THAT | DIDN’T EITHER LIKE IMMEDIATELY OR LEARN TO LIKE WITH TIME.

CONTACT

MANAGEMENT & BOOKING INFORMATION IN THE USA!:
(866) 850.0001

CANADA & WORLDWIDE
(519) 254.6449

EMAIL MARK DIRECTLY:
MARK@MARKTHIBODEAU.NET
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